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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 March 2006 , 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-43 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 4-25,27-31.33-37 and 39-43 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-3.26.32 and 38 is/are rejected. 

7) (3 Claim(s) 38 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 09 February 2001 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) EH Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) d Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election of Group I (Claims 1-3,26,32, and 38) without traverse in the 
reply filed March 23, 2006 is noted. 

2. Claims 4-25, 27-31 , 33-37, and 39-43 are withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to nonelected groups, there being 
no allowable generic or linking claim. 

Double Patenting 

Claim 38 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate of 
claim 32. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in 
content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is 
proper after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of 
the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement 
thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements 
of this title. 

Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Referring to claim 38 . Claims to computer-related inventions that are clearly 
nonstatutory fall into the same general categories as nonstatutory claims in other arts, 
namely natural phenomena such as magnetism, and abstract ideas or laws of nature 
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which constitute "descriptive material." Abstract ideas, Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1360, 31 
USPQ2d at 1759, or the mere manipulation of abstract ideas, Schrader, 22 F.3d at 292- 
93, 30 USPQ2d at 1457-58, are not patentable. Descriptive material can be 
characterized as either "functional descriptive material" or "nonfunctional descriptive 
material." In this context, "functional descriptive material" consists of data structures and 
computer programs which impart functionality when employed as a computer 
component. (The definition of "data structure" is "a physical or logical relationship 
among data elements, designed to support specific data manipulation functions." The 
New IEEE Standard Dictionary of Electrical and Electronics Terms 308 (5th ed. 1993).) 
"Nonfunctional descriptive material" includes but is not limited to music, literary works 
and a compilation or mere arrangement of data. Both types of "descriptive material" are 
nonstatutory when claimed as descriptive material per se. Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 
1360, 31 USPQ2d at 1759. When functional descriptive material is recorded on some 
computer-readable medium it becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the 
medium and will be statutory in most cases since use of technology permits the function 
of the descriptive material to be realized . Claim 38 fails to recite a computer program 
that is embodied on a computer-readable medium. The claims are merely directed to a 
computer program per se. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 26, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fujii (U.S. Patent No. 5,381,242). 

Referring to claim 1 . Fujii discloses an information processing apparatus 
connected through the Internet to a first device having a display unit, the apparatus 
comprising: 
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• Transmission means for transmitting contract setting image information for 
concluding a contract for a second device at the purchase of said second device 
by the user (Fujii: figure 1); 

• Reception means for receiving a first ID for specifying a first device having use 
history information transmitted through said internet and a second ID for 
specifying said second device (Fujii: figures 4a and 4b); 

• Search means for searching first contract information corresponding to the first 
ID information received by said reception means (Fujii: column 10, lines 11-43 & 
figure 6); 

• Generation means for generating second contract information for said second 
device based on the first contract information searched by said search means 
(Fujii: figure 1). 

Referring to claim 2. Fujii further discloses an information processing apparatus 
wherein said generation means further generates display information for displaying said 
generated second contract information on said display unit, and said transmission 
means transmits said display information to an information equipment connected 
through said internet (Fujii: figure 1). 

Referring to claim 3. Fujii further discloses an information processing apparatus 
wherein said device includes a printing apparatus (Fujii: column 4, lines 13-39). 

Referring to claims 26 and 32. Claims 26 and 32 are rejected under the same 
rationale set forth above. Fujii discloses a method and computer readable memory 
medium as disclosed in claims 26 and 32. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Cuzzo (U.S. Patent No. 6,052547) discloses a method and apparatus for 
metering printer and copier usage. 

• Manchala (U.S. Patent No. 6,405,178) discloses a computer system for 
automatically ordering consumables for a printer by counting the number of units 
consumed. 

• Parulski (U.S. Patent No. 6,937,997) discloses a system for designing and 
leasing imaging devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason B. Dunham whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8109. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Patent Examiner 
5/17/06 



